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Characteristics of the Critical Approach in the
Maliki Jurisprudence: A Study of Abul-Barakat
Ad-Dardeer’s Approach
Mahmoud Ismael Mohammad Mashal.
Department of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Shari‘ah and Law, Al-Azhar
University, Damanhour, Egypt.

Email: m.mashal@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Jurisprudential criticism is a study and evaluation of the production
of one of the schools of jurisprudence. The present study tackles the
jurisprudential critical approach of Abul-Barakat Ahmad ibn
Mohammad El-*Adawiy (known as Ad-Dardeer), who was one of the
notable scholars of the Maliki school, who died in 1201H. Ad-
Dardeer summarized Imam Malik’s jurisprudence in his book
Bulghatu s-Saliki li '"Agrab il-Masalik (The Traveller's Destination
from the Simplest Road) by relying on the abridged version of the
eminent scholar Khalil. Scholars have acknowledged the value of his
commentary in 'Aqrab ul-Masalik (known as The Small Commentary)
as well as his commentary on Khalil’s abridged version (known as
The Big Commentary). Both commentaries still receive the interest of
scholars of Al-Azhar as well as of all other areas of the Muslim
world. Studying Ad-Dardeer’s jurisprudential criticism issues in both
of his commentaries reflects what is for and what is against him. This
reflection is evident in his scientific criticism of previous jurists and
in later jurists’ criticism of him, whether the criticism addresses the

jurisprudential style or the approach of juristic reasoning. Thus, we
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see the importance of studying Ad-Dardeer’s approach in his works,
which contain deep and accurate critical studies from which the
Maliki School of jurisprudence has greatly benefited in its writings.
The writings of the schools of jurisprudence are based on this
excellent work; therefore, it is extremely important to understand
when eliciting the rulings from their evidence. This task can be
achieved only by elite of scholars referred to in jurisprudence
terminology as “masters of sayings and selections in the schools of
jurisprudence”.

Keywords: jurisprudential criticism - Maliki jurisprudence - Abul-
Barakat Ad-Dardeer - notable Maliki jurisits .
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